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The Flaming 


'ISLAND S$: 


A full Deſcription and Account of the 
ſtrange and terrible Fire, lately broke 
out of the Ground, in the Iſland 
Fyal, in threeſcore and ten ſeveral 

places. As allo in ſome other Neigh- 


bouring Iſlands. 
A Myſterious Nature Exerciſes and keeps in awe 

her trembling Children, few there are thar 
have more , both aſtoniſhed Yulgar Heads, and bafled 
the Studies of more knowing and Phyloſophical Ent 
quirers , than thoſe Occult and Subterranean Fires 
2 366 -.-- 


Mongfſt al) thoſe Stupendions effeas wherewith 


" 


cular parts of our earthly Globe , and at certain periods 
of time to break forth , to the devaſtation of the Ad- 
jacent'Countries , Mount etna, and Yeſurivs , are Fa- 
mous.6n. this account in the Monuments of Antiquity 
W hoſe wondrous qualities,whilſt P/;»y(that Great Secre. 
tary of Nature )raſhly attempted by too near approaches 
todiſcover, heis reported to be ſlain by one ot thoſe 
vaſt burning Stones which it almoſt continually vomits 
up into the Air, falling thus. a Sacrifice to his over- 
buſie-Curiokity, 

The beſt account Phyloſophy has yet afforded ns, 
of theſe ſtrange Fires, is, That the Mountains , or 
places wherein they happen , arewithin Repleated with 
Brimſtone, and the Grqund or Soil there , conſiſts of 
vaſt quantities of Bituminous, or the like Combuſtible 
matter, which taking Fire, either from 1ts own Innate 
heat, or the Penetrating Rays of the Sun, the Winds 


which through imperceptible Cranngies whiſtle up and 
down in thoſe unde: ground Vaults ( producing thereby 


ſometimes thoſe Erruptions we call Earthquakes ) ſerve 
as Bellows to augment its Rage: And having ſo much 
ready diſpoſed Fewel to prey upon, it ceaſes not 
burning, but in proceſs of time, eating up towards the 
Surface, the Flames which had ſo long lurk'd in cloſe 


Morrals , who had not the leaſt apprehenſion of ſuch an 
hidden , but moſt terrible and devouring Enemy, A 


Cavyernes below, break out, to the infiniteamazement of . 


which have been obſerved always to Rage in ſome parti- þ 


& 


| 


| 
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dreadful and deplorable example of which kind very ' 


lately hapened, is the mournfull Subject of the preſent 
Narrative, which be pleaſed to accept according to the 
moſt certain Intelligence from the place that was the 
unhappy Scene of this Tragedy ot Horror, as follows, 


On 


| od 
On the Coalt of the Eaſt-Indies ( whoſe 
precious Stones may juſtly vye Dignity with t 
ern Mines) not far from that Eminent and well-known 
port of Goa, there lies 2 Cluſter of Iſlands, ſome of 
which being firſt diſcovered by the Portagues , do ſtill 
pay obedience to that Crown, Amongſt theſe , thar 
called Fyal, for the pleaſantneſle of the Air , commodi- 
ouſneſſe of its Situation , richneſs of the Commoe 
dities it produced , and nwnber of Inhabitants , did 
far excel the reſt , whence we may eaſily Colle& 
that the people who enjoyed all theſe Signal advan- 
rages lived in great Eaſe, Plenty, Magnificence, and 
Security : But alas ! how ſoon can the Al-diſpoſing Arm 
of Providence blaſt onr Joys, and by unexpected 
means turn our moſt flourſhing condition into a ſtate 
of miſery and deſolation, 

On a ſudden in the beginning of this laſt Spring, 
as they were in the highe of their Jolliry, a Deluge 
of Fire , that by the means before hinted at, had 
long lain hid and confined in the Bowels of che 
Earth , broke out with nnimaginable Horror , and 
Impetuous Rage, in no lefle then Seventy diſtin& 
places of their Iſland , the Earth opening with hor- 
rible Roarings, and ſeveral vaſt Hyatuſſes, or Hideous 
Gapings ; one of which hapening in the chief Town 
( being a place of excellent Structure, and populous) 
all the Buildings , and moſt part of the Inhabitants 
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wore inſtantly ſwallowed in that dreadful Abvſſe of 
Flams, F 
In other places whole Flocks and Herds were Abſorpr, 


and deſcended as Burnt- Offetings in' Hecatombs , Diis 
Manibns, 


The 


-- a/c... (6 


Ry - tepifhe which had ths broke Priſon from Earyh, 
monared with ſuck fury and violence towards Heaven, 
asit chey would have joyned wich the Elemental Fire, | 

which the Ariſtore'tans talk of and perfeQed the Univer. 

ſal Conflagration. _. | 3 

5 6 red hot were { as it were ) ſhor through 

the Air , which falling ſome miles diſtant , kill'd greae 

numbers, and deſtroyed ſuch of the Houſes as the 

Earthquakes at the time of the firſt Erruptions had :; 

l:ft ſtanding, : 
la Fine, There was nothing but Hotror , Ago 7 

niſhment, Deſtruction, and Confufion : The Air was - 
all filled with ſmoak , burning Cinders , and Afhes 
which fell likea Fiery Rain,and utterly waſted the whole 

Country, 4 
All the Elements ſeemed to War againſt , and Con- . 

ſpire for the puniſhment of, the wretched Inhabitants, 

whoſe Terrors and Deftractions were ſuch as ate 
| not poſſible to be fully , either deſcribed, or ima- 

Mt ined. 

MW . An Univerſal Conſternarion had ſeized them ; and 

Wk without any regard to their Friends or Relations : 

i Women leaving their little Babes, and Men aban- 

A \ doning their aged helpleſs Parents , every one endea- 
voured to ſhift for himſelf , and ger away by whac 

means they could, from that diſmal place which threatned . 

"8 them every moment, with nothing but the moſt dread- 

1 ful -kiad of Death and Deſtruction, FE 

'Þ { The Neighbouring Iflands, as St, Michaels,St. Georges, 

'Y St. Maries, and the Tarceras,. were the Zoars, to which 

| winged with fear, they Flew for refuge, though the laſt 


can promiſe them bur little ſecurity , ſince the Fire is 


4 ſince broke out there too, though as yet,not with that fury 
| and violence asin Fyal, Some 


e of our Pious Anceſtors (rich in Faith, though 
_ in Phyloſophy ) conceited thoſe Vulcano's, or 
burning Mountains of Brimftone , as, e/£tn, Veſarius, 
and the like to be the Local place of Hell, and Re- 
ceptacles of Souls doom'd to everlaſting torments, The 
eruth is, they ſeem'd to have a very neer reſemblance 
to that Literal deſcription. of . Hell delivered to us, in 
the Sacred Oracles, And though ſome wilde Athe- 
iſtical Gallantrs ( that ſcarce dread any other Hell , buc 
an empty pocket , or the frowns of a Miftris ) may 
Suggeſt, that Fire can have no effec of torment on a 
Soul , and that weeping and gnaſhing vf teeth are not 
eafily ſuppoſed puniſhments conſiſtent , and- therefore 
that all thoſe things are Allegorically to be' under- 
ſtood, yet let them be aſſured the Fire of Hell is 
either Elemental Fire , or ſomething worſe ; for which 
we want a Name that can better expreſs its inconceive- 
able, as well as endleſs tortures, 


| Whereſore letall Piens Readers, by this terrible ex- 
amble of God's Power, and ſtrange burning in the Bowels 
of the Earth, be admoniſhed to mind that Univerſal 
Conflagration, when the whole Globe of Earth ſhall 
confeſſe it's Aſhes , and be deſtroyed by Fire; and to 
prepare for .that amazing. Judgement which ſhall then 
immediately ſucceed, ( the thoughts whereof alone, as a 
_—_ _ ks i ; - able to keep us honeſt in the 
> and:) which ſhall Impartially render to every Man 
according to his Works, - p TP AONCET £0 every 
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